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LOITG  ASET  PIT  RURAL  DISTRICT  C  QUITO  I L. 

AMUAL  RI-POHT 

of  the 

MltDIGAL  OFPIC!  R  OP  ILALTH 

for  the 

Y]-iAR  LKDUD  3  lot.  U:.  CT  ,  194.5 . 


Medical  Officer  of  Health  -  Herbert  Newsome,  M.B.,  B.  S. , 
Surveyor  &  Chief  Sanitary 

Inspector  -  G.K.  Foster,  M.S.I.A.,  A. I.W.E., 
Deputy  Sanitary  Inspector  -  B.  Barker,  M.S.I.A.,  A.R.  San. I. 
Housing  Assistant  -  W.H.  Green. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  -of  the 

Long  Ashton  Rural  District  Council. 

Sir,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  report  on  the 
health  and  sanitary  condition  of  the  District  during  the  past 
year.  The  information  therein  is,  as  far  as  possible,  in 
conformity  with  the  requirements  of  the  Minister  of  Health,  as 
laid  down  in  Circular  2773?  dated  March,  1943,  and  Circular  28/46 
of  February,  1946. 

STATISTICS  and  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS. 

Area:-'  46,515  acres. 

Population  (Census  193l):“  20. 378* 

(Registrar  General1 s  estimate 

to  the  middle  of  1945):-'  22,430. 

Number  of  inhabited  Houses  (end  of  1945):-"  6,500. 

Rateable  Value:-  £178,205* 

Sum  represented  by  a  Penny  Rate:-  £744. 

There  are  no  important  changes  to  note  as  regards  the 
social  conditions  and  general  characteristics  of  the  area. 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 


Live  Births:- 

M. 

Legitimate. . . .  162 . 
Illegitimate.  .  13 

F. 

146 

13 

Total. 
30  8 

26 

Birth  rate  (per 

1,000  of  the 
estimated  population) 

175 

159 

334 

15*2 

Still  Births:- 

•  Legitimate. . .  4 

Illegitimate.  1 

5 

0 

n 

Still  Birth  rate  per 
1,000  live  and  still 

5 

5 

10 

births  -  28*07 

Deaths :- 


Deaths  from  Puerperal  causes:-  Puerperal  sepsis. ........ .Nil 

. . . .  '  Other  Puerperal  causes....  1 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  year  of  age:-  Total  deaths  6  (all  legitimate.) 

Death  rates  of  Infants  under  1  year  of  age:- 

"  all  infants  per  1,000  live  births.........  17*9 

)  legitimate  infants  per  1,000  live  births..  17*9 
"  "  "  illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate 

live  births  Nil 


Ages  of  Deaths  of  Infants:- 


Under  1  week. ................  3 

1  to  4  weeks. ................  Nil 

1  to  6  months..... . 3 

6  to  12  months...............  Nil 


Total . . 


000 


0  4  0 


Deaths 

it 

11 

11 


from  Measles  (all  agesj .............. 

'  Cancer  (all  ages) .............. 

"  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages) ....... 

Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age) 


Nil 

44 

Nil 

1 
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The  total  number  of  births  (334)  is  considerably  less  than  last 

year  (441) 

The  birth  rate  (15*2)  is  also  much  lower  than  last  year  (19*3) 

which  was  exceptionally  high. 

"  "  "  for  England  and  Wales  this  year  is  l6*l 

'  '•*  n  •  .  **  •  ...  ,t  . 

*i  ’  *  ♦  ■  ■'  *  i  ■  •  •  1  .  i 

The  total  number  of  deaths  (288)  is  much  larger  than  last  year  (235) • 
The  death  rate  (12*8)  is  also  higher  than  last  year  (10*3) • 

"  "  "  for  England  and  Wales  is  11*4. 

The  infant  mortality  rate  (17*9)  is  again  very  low.  Last  year  it 

was  18*1 

"  "  "  "  for  England  and  Wales  is  46*0 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 


Tuberculosis  (all  forms) 

Pneumonia 

Bronchitis 

Other  respiratory  diseases 
Cancer  (all  forms)  \ 
Heart  diseases 
Other  diseases  of 

circulatory  system 
Intercranial  vascular 

lesions 

Syphilitic  diseases 
Diabetes 


4  Ulcer  of  stomach  and  deudenum 

7  Appendicitis 

8  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of 

5  age) 

44  Other  digestive  diseases 

86  Nephritis 

Maternal  causes  (other  than 
10  puerperal  sepsis) 

Premature  birth  and  congenital 
46  diseases 

2  Road  traffic  accidents. 

2  Other  violent  causes. 


-All  other  causes  2~] 

PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


10 

2 

1 

12 

10 


4 
2 

5 


Disease, 


Notifiable  Diseases.  Removals 
Notifications.  to  Hospital. 


Deaths 


Scarlet  fever. 

16 

l 

Nil 

Diphtheria. 

6 

6 

Nil 

Erysipelas. 

7 

Nil 

Nil 

Fneumonia,  (all  forms) 

13 

Nil 

7 

Dysentery. 

3 

(P.T.) 

Nil 

Nil 

Typhoid  &  Paratyphoid  fever. 

1 

1 

Nil 

Cerebro-spinal  fever. 

Malaria. 

l 

3 

fall  contr- 
v acted  abroad) 

Nil 

Nil 

Puerperal  pyrexia 

l 

'Nil 

Nil 

Measles . 

352 

Nil 

Nil 

Whooping  Cough. 

59 

Nil 

Nil 

Totals 

462 

15 

,  7 

There  has  been  a  considerable  decrease  in  the  number  of 
notifications  of  scarlet  fever  and  only  six  cases  of  diphtheria  were 
notified.  No  deaths  occurred  from  either  of  these  diseases. 

There  is  little  doubt  that  the  immunisation  against  diphtheria  of 
children  under  fifteen  years  of  age  has  been  largely  responsible  for 
the  decrease  of  cases  and  deaths  from  this  disease;  though  the 
percentage  of  children  immunised  is  still  lower  than  could  be 
desired  in  spite  of  the  great  publicity  that  has  been  given  during 
the  last  few  years  to  the  protection  that  immunisation  gives.  It 
should  be  noted  that  no  deaths  occurred  in  this  area  from  any 
notifiable  disease  except  pneumonia,  and  that  although  during  the 
year  measles  was  very  prevalent,  no  deaths  occurred  from  it. 

Diphtheria  Immunisation. 

Immunisation  of  all  children  under  15  years  of  age  is 
provided  free  of  charge.  Children  under  school  age  -  5  years  - 
can  be  dealt  with  by  private  medical  practitioners,  the  prophylactic 
serum  being  supplied  to  them  and  a  fixed  fee  paid  by  the  County 
Authority.  Children  over  5  and  under  15  years  of  age  are 
inocculated  at  school  by  the  County  School  Medical  Officer.  It  is 

greatly  to  be  desired  that  all  children  should  be  immunised  before 


school  age,  and  as  soon  after  they  attain  one  year  of  age  as 
possible.  They  should  also  have  a  reinforcing  dose  on  or  shortly 
before  starting  school  life. 

In  this  district  the  percentage  of  children  so  treated 
has  been  fairly  satisfactory  but  could  be  improved.  The  numbers 


dealt  with  this  year  are 

as  follows:- 

School 

Under 

Children. 

School  Age. 

Total. 

53 

284 

337 

The  number  of  children  immunised  in  this  district  since  the 


Scheme  started  is  3°25. 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

Pulmonary. 

i: f 

Non- Pulmonary . 

M".  FT 

Total. 

Notifications 

10 

9 

2  1 

22 

Removals  to  Sanatoria 

5 

4 

1 

10 

Deaths. 

Notifications 

1  2 

and  deaths  in 

1 

age  periods. 

4 

Notifications. 

Dea 

ths. 

Age  Periods 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pul monary 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

M. 

F. 

M.  F. 

M. 

F. 

M.  F. 

1st  year 

1  to  5  years 

5  to  15  years 

15  to  25  years 

3 

3 

1 

1 

25  to  35  years 

2 

4 

35  to  45  years 

3 

1 

45  to  55  years 

2 

1 

1 

55  to  65  years 

1 

1 

1 

05  and  over. 

1 

Totals 

10 

9 

2  1 

1 

2 

1 

There  have  been  five  fewer  notifications  and  four  fewer 
deaths  than  last  year.  Health  visiting,  sanatorium  treatment  and 
tuberculosis  dispensaries  are  under  the  control  of  the  County 
Authority.  Dispensaries  for  this  area  are  at  Bristol  Central  Clinic, 
Tower  Hill  and  at  Clevedon.  There  is,  I  am  informed,  a  shortage  of 
sanatorium  beds  available,  largely,  I  believe,'  due  to  the  difficulty 
of  obtaining  sufficient  nursing  and  domestic  staffs.  There  has  been 
no  necessity  to  take  action  under  the  public  Health  (Prevention  of 
Tuberculosis)  Acts  and  Regulations,  1925. 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES. 


A  list  of  members  of  the  Public  Health  Department's  staff 
is  given  at  the  commencement  of  this  report.  Laboratory  facilities 
are  provided  by  the  County  Authority  at  the  County  Hall,  Taunton,  and 
also,  for  certain  urgent  cases,  at  the  Bristol  Public  Health 
Laboratory,  Whatley  Hall,  Bristol,  8.  Hospital  treatment  for  cases 
of  notifiable  diseases  is  provided  at  the  Bristol  Infectious  Diseases 
Hospital,  Ham  Green,  by  arrangement  with  the  Bristol  Authority. 

There  is  no  change  to  report  in  such  matters  as  ambulance 
facilities,  nursing  in  the  home,  treatment  centres  and  clinics,  or 
hospitals,  public  and  voluntary. 

Legislation  in  the  area  is  also  unchanged. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

The  information  required  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  as  to 
the  quality  and  sufficiency  of  the  Water  Supply  of  the  District, 
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results  of  analysis,  and  action  in  respect  of  contamination  follows 
for  each  Parish. 


There  has  been  no  appreciable  shortage  of  water  in  the 
District  during  the  year.  A  few  minor  main  extensions  to  new 
housing  estates  were  carried  out.  Otherwise  there  were  no 
appreciable  extensions  of  mains. 

All  public  supplies  owned  by  the  Council  and  some 
privately  owned  supplies  are  bacteriologically  examined  at  frequent 
intervals.  Fortysix  samples  of  water  for  such  examination  were 
taken  and  examined  at  the  County  Laboratory. 

Abbots  Leigh. 

Most  of  this  parish  is  supplied  with  a  constant  supply 
by  the  Bristol  Waterworks  Company.  Post-war  schemes 
provide  for  main  extensions  to  Pill  Road  and  Blackmore  Road 
areas. 

Backwell. 

The  Farleigh,  Backwell  and  \¥est  Town  areas  are 
satisfactorily  supplied  by  the  Bristol  Waterworks  Company. 

The  Backwell  Common  and  Backwell  Bow  area,  consisting 
of  about  twenty  houses  and  a  few  farms,  depends  on  wells,  the 
quality  and  insufficiency  of  some  of  which  are  unsatisfactory. 
An  extension  of  mains  to  this  area  is  included  in  the 
Council's  post  war  schemes  and  will  receive  early  consider- 
ation. 

The  hamlet  of  Downside  is  supplied  from  the  Axbridge 
Rural  District  Council's  mains,  six  houses  having  a  meter 
supply  laid  on  and  the  remainder  obtaining  water  from  two 
standpipes . 

Barrow  G-urney. 

A  group  of  houses  in  the  village  has  a  piped  supply 
from  the  Bristol  Waterworks  Company. 

The  supply  to  the  Barrow  Hill  and  Bridgwater  Road  area, 
which  comprises  a  few  milk  producing  farms,  is  dependant  on 
wells,  which  have  a  tendency  to  give  out  in  summer. 

A  piped  supply  to  this  area  is  required  and  is  included 
in  the  Council's  post  war  schemes. 

Bishopsworth . 

The  whole  of  this  parish,  with  the  exception  of  a  few 
outlying  houses,  is  supplied  by  the  Bristol  Waterworks 
Company  with  a  constant  supply. 

Brockley. 

The  majority  of  the  small  number  of  houses  have  the 
Bristol  Waterworks  Supply  either  direct  from  the  Company's 
mains  or  from  a  private  service  main. 

Clapton-in-Gordano. 

A  few  houses  at  Cadbury  Camp  Lane  are  supplied  by  a 
private  undertaking  known  as  the  Cadbury  Water  Company,  the 
water  being  pumped  to  an  overhead  storage  tank  from  the 
Clevedon  Water  Company's  reservoir  at  Cadbury  Camp. 

The  remainder  of  the  parish  is  supplied  by  wells  and 
springs.  A  spring  in  the  village  known  as  The  Rodwell  and 
used  by  several  householders,  is  maintained  by  the  Council. 
Samples  of  this  water  taken  for  bacteriological  examination 
showed  the  presence  of  bacillus  coli,  and  the  possibility  of 
providing  a  temporary  piped  supply  from  another  source  was 
investigated.  It  was  found  that  aspring  on  an  adjacent  hill¬ 
side  presented  the  best  possibilities  and  application  was  made 
to  the  Ministry  of  Health  for  authority  to  lay  a  temporary 
piped  supply  by  gravitation  to  standpipes  in  the  village. 
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A  scheme  to  supply  the  village  with  a  permanent  supply 
from  the  mains-  of-  the  Portishead  Water  Company  is  listed  in 
the  Council's  post  war  schemes,  but  is  probably  dependent  on 
the  sinking  of  the  Company's  proposed  new  borehole  at 
Clapton-in-Gordano . 

Dundry . 

The  greater  portion  of  this  parish  depends  on  wells,  etc., 
many  of  these  being  of  doubtful  purity.  A  few  houses  at 
Highridge  Common  have  the  Bristol  Waterworks  Company's 
-  Supply. 

The  four  Council  Houses  and  an'  adjoining  bungalow  are 
supplied  from  a  deep  borehole  on  the  site.  A  small  R.A.F. 
installation  also  takes  a  supply  from  this  source. 
Bacteriological  examination  of  this  supply  shows  the  water 
to  be  satisfactory. 

The  Church  Well,  which  is  a  spring  supply  flowing  into 
a  collecting  chamber  was  found  to  be  seriously  contaminated 
and  the  water  unfit  for  drinking.  This  supply  has  been  used 
for  years  by  residents  in  the  vicinity  and  also  by  visitors. 

As  no  other  supply  was  available  a  small  chlorinating  drip 
feed  outfit  was  fixed  and  the  water  treated  as  it  entered  the 
storage  tank.  In  order  to  keep  the  outfit  working 
satisfactorily  a  daily  visit  by  one  of  your  staff  was 
necessary.  The  possibility  of  obtaining  a  temporary  supply 
to  standpipes  in  the  village  by  a  gravitation  piped  supply 
from  the  Council’s  borehole  at  the  Council  Houses  was 
explored.  This  was  found  to  be  possible  and  the  consent  of 
the  Ministry  of  Health  was  obtained  to  the  carrying  out  of 
the  work,  and  this  should  commence  early  in  194«. 

Negotiations  are  proceeding  with  the  Bristol  ’Waterworks 
Company  for  a  mains  supply hto  the  parish  generally,  but  as 
Dundry  is  not  in  the  Company's  statutory  area  it  is  anticipated 
that  the  water  will  be  supplied  in  bulk,  the  Council  laying 
the  necessary  mains  etc.  This  supply  is  included  in  your 
post  war  schemes.  Local  spring  sources  of  supply,  including 
the  existing  borehole  supply,  have  been  explored  and  the 
yields  found  to  be  insufficient  to  give  the  quantity  of  water 
estimated  to  be  required. 

Easton-in-Gordano . 

The  major  portion  of  the  parish  is  supplied  by  the 
Portishead  Water  Supply,  the  supply  being  constant,  a  few 
houses  at  Pill  obtain  a  supply  from  the  Pond  Head  Spout,  where 
many  thousands  of  gallons  of  water  per  day  from  a  piped  spring 
supply  are  running  to  waste.  Bacteriological  examinations  show 
the  water  to  have  some  contamination  but  not  to  such  a  marked 
degree  as  to  be  unfit  for  drinking. 

A  scheme  to  extend  the  mains  of  the  Portishead  Water 
Company  on  a  guarantee  from  the  Council,  to  the  Markham  and 
Haberfield  area  has  already  been  submitted  to  the  Ministry 
of  Health,  but  consideration  was  deferred  until  the  labour 
position  was  less  acute.  This  extension  is  included  in  the 
Council's  post  war  schemes  for  submission  to  the  Ministry  of 
Health  and  County  Council. 

Flex  Bourton. 

This  small  parish  is  supplied  with  a  constant  supply 
by  the  Bristol  ’Waterworks  Company. 
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Kenn.  The  Clevedon  Hater  Company  supplies  the  village  portion  of  this  . 
•  parish,  the  sup  pi:/  being  constant,  whilst  the  remainder  of  the 
area  depends  on  shallow  wells  and  rainwater. 

The  well  supply  to  the  four  Council  houses  having  become 
badly  contaminated,  main  water  from  the  Council’ s  fat ton  Supply 
is  being  hauled  daily  by  a  haulage  contractor, 

A  scheme  to  extend  the  Council’s  Yatton  main  to  the  Council 
houses  and  to  supply  a  few  dwellings  en  route  has  been  prepared 
as  a  post  war  scheme,  the  Clovedon  "later  Company  having  given 
permission  for  water  to  be  supplied  in  their  Statutory  Area, 

Kingston  Seymour.  This  parish  has  no  piped  supply  and  the  whole  area 
■  -  •  which  is" /scattered  and  c.*ns)sbs  of  many  milk  producing  farms,  is 
dependent  on  shallow  wells  of  doubtful  purity. 

The  provision  of  a  main  supply  to  this  area  is  included  in 
the  Council’s  post  war  schemes  as  an  extension  of  the  Council’s 
Yatton  Supply.  The  scheme  has  been  submitted  to  the  County 
Council  and  Ministry  of  Health  for  consideration. 


hong  Ashton.  The  whole  of  this 
•  outlying  houses,  receives 
iTater  orks  Company, 


p,  rish,  with  the  exception  of  a  few 
a  constant  supply  from  the  Bristol 


Hails ea.  The  major  portion  is  supplied  with  a  constant  supply  by 

tTTe  Bristol  "7ater  Yorks  Company,  to  The  Grove  and  "lest  Bud  areas 
are  included  in  the  Council’s  post  war  schemes. 

About  thirty  houses  at  BudcLands  Batch  have  a  private 
piped  supply  from  springs  in  an  old  colliery  shaft,  the  water 
being  lifted  to  an  overhead  iron  storage  tank. 

Samples  for  bacteriological  examination  are  taken 
periodically,  but  the  results  are  not  always  too  satisfactory, 
although  an  occasional  sample  free  from  contamination  is  obtained. 

It  appears  that  the  quality  of  this  water  depends  to  a  great 
extent  on  frequent  cleansing  of  the  storage  tank. 

Horth  ~  cs ton.  The  Redcliffc  ^aj'*  area  is  served  by  standpipes,  the 

•water  being  obtained  by  the  Redcliffc  Bay  Mutual  Bungalow  Association 
from  the  Portishcad  "rater  Company,  the  members  of  this  private 
Association  being  supplied  with  standpipe  keys.  Hone  of  the 
dwellings  have  the  supply  laid  on  to  the  premises  ov/ing  to  the  small 
size  of  the  main.  It  is  intended  as  a  drinking  water  supply  only, 
to  augment  the  supply  by  wells  and  rainwater  cisterns.  This  area, 
which  is  in  the  Statutory  Area  of  the  Portishead  r'ater  Company  is 
in  need  of  an  improved  and  sufficient  supply  of  main  water  laid  on 
to  the  dwellings,  and  a  scheme  is  included  in  the  Council’ s . post 
war  plans.  This  scheme  is  not  likel3r  to  bo  given  early  priority, 
and  would  appear  to  be  dependent  on  the  sinking  of  the  Company’ s  new 
borehole  at  Clapton-in-Gordano . 

The  Horth  "rcston  village  and  Iloncylands  area  is  served  with 
a  constant  supply  by  the  Portishead  Mater  Company.  It  was  necessary 
for  the  Council  to  provide  a  standpipe  supply  to  a  few  houses  at 
Honeylands  in  lieu  of  a  badly  contaminated  well  supply;  it  being 
extremely  difficult  to  trace  the  owner  of  the  houses. 


as 


A  small  group  of  houses  near  the  Black  Rock  Quarries  have  A 
a  supply  from  a  private  horehole.  Ho  complaints  have  been  received 
to  the  sufficiency  and  wholesomeness  of  this  supply.  Tlio 

ton-in-Gorw  no 
unuer  uakiug . 

The  fe  _  #  .  _  _ ^ _  _ _ _ 

being  about  twenty  bungalows  at  nightingale  Valley  Road,  are  depend¬ 
ent  on  wells  and  rainwater  cisterns.  It  is  possible,  however, 
this  group  would  be  included  in  any  scheme  for  an  improved  supply 
Redcliffc  Bay.  A  sample  taken  from  one  of  these  wells  supplying  four 
bungalows  was  found  to  bo  satisf actory  and  free  from  contamination. 


portion  or 


remaining  dwellings. 


the  parish  is  supplied  from  the  Council’s 
the  largest  group-  of  those 


OilEl  G 

to 


Portbury.  The  village,-  Portishead  Road,  and  a  few  other  houses 
are  supplied  with  a  constant  supply  by  the  Portishead  Water 
Company.  The  remainder  of  the  parish  is  supplied  by  wells, 
springs,  and  rainwater. 

Tickenham.  The  greater  portion  of  the  parish  is  supplied  by  the 
Clevedon  Water  Company,  the  supply  being  constant  with  the 
exception  of  that  to  a  small  number  of  dwellings  near  West 
Hill  where  the  supply  is  somewhat  intermittent,  and  is  due 
to  the  small  size  of  the  service  main.  It  is  believed  to 
be  the  Company's  intention  to  lay  a  new  main  at  some  future 
date . 


Dwellings  at  Hill  Lane  and  Cadbury  Lane  arc  supplied  by 
wells,  etc.,  and  an  extension  of  the  Company's  main  to  this 
area  should  be  considered; 

A  small  number  of  houses  at  Cadbury  Camp  Road  are 
supplied  by  the  Cadbury  Water  Company,  who  obtain  water  from 
the  Clevedon  Water  Company. 

Walton-in-Gordano .  The  village  has  a  piped  supply  from  the  Walton 
Estate  supply,  the  source  being  two  springs  near  the  Clevedon 
Golf  Course. 

Weston-in-Gordano .  The  village  is  supplied  from  the  Council's  mains, 
the  supply  being  obtained  by  meter  from  the  Walton  Estate 
Supply". 

The  water,  which  is  not  treated,  is  examined  bacteriol¬ 
ogical  ly  at  intervals,  and  on  occasion  a  sample  shows  the 
water  to  be  slightly  contaminated. 

The  two  wooden  standpipe  boxes  in  the  village  were 
replaced  by  key  operated  self  closing  fountains  during  the  year. 

Winford.  The  Felton,  Potter's  Hill,  Kingdown,  and  Winford  areas 

Have  a  satisfactory  main  supply  from  the  Council's  borehole  at 
Felton.  The  supply,  which  is  untreated,  is  bacteriologically 
examined  at  intervals,  and  has  always  been  free  from  contamination. 

The  remainder  of  the  parish  is  supplied  by  wells,  many  of 
which  are  of  doubtful  purity.  A  few  of  these  wells,  adjacent  to 
the  village  of  Winford,  have  a  tendency  to  go  dry  in  summer  and 
householders  then  obtain  a  supply  by  hauling  from  the  Council's 
standpipes . 

Your  post-war  schemes  include  main  extensions  to  a  few 
dwellings  at  Harper's  Batch  and  Barrow  Lane. 

The  hamlet  of  Ridgehill  may  require  the  consideration  of 
the  Council  in  the  near  future,  and  an  extension  of  the  main 
supply  from  Winford  is  recommended. 

Wraxall .  The  village  and  Sixty  Acres  area  have  a  constant  supply 
from  the  Bristol  Waterworks  Company,  whilst  a  small  portion  of 
Lower  Failand  is  supplied  by  the  Portishead  Water  Company. 

An  extension  of  main  to  the  remainder  of  the  Lower  Failand  area 
may  require  the  Council's  consideration  at  an  early  da,te. 

Houses  on  the  Tyntesfield  Estate  have  a  piped  service  from 
a  spring  source,  whilst  a  few  dwellings  at  Lodge  Lane  have  a 
piped  supply  from  an  old  colliery  shaft.  Samples  taken  at 
intervals  show  the  water  to  be  free  from  harmful  contamination. 

It  is  proposed  as  a  post-war  scheme  to  extend  the  Bristol 
Water  Company's  mains  from  Backwell  Common,  through  Lodge  Lane, 
to  link  up  with  the  Clevedon  Road  at  Nailsea. 


Yatton.  This  parish,  comprising  Yatton,  Clavcrham  and  Cleeve,  is 
served  by ' the  Council's  Yatton  Parochial  supply,  the  water 
being  obtained  from  a  borehole  at  Claverham.  The  supply  is 
chlorinated  in  accordance  with  the  Ministry  of  Health’s  wartime 
instructions.  Four  samples  were  taken  of  the  treated  water  and 
were  found  to  be  free  from  contamination. 

A  post-war  scheme  has  been  prepared  to  provide  additional 
storage  capacity  and  pumping  facilities  in  order  to  meet  the 
growing  needs  of  the  parish  and  the  proposed  extension  to 
Kingston  Seymour. 

A  few  houses  and  farms  at  Hewish  are  supplied  with  a  piped 
service  from  the  Axbridge  Rural  District  Council ' s  mains . 

An  extension  of  main,  to  a  new  private  building  estate  at 
Court  Farm,  Yatton,  was  carried  out  during  the  year  on  a 
guarantee  by  the  developing  owner. 


Particulars  of  the  proportion  of  dwelling-houses  and 
population  supplied  from  public  water  mains  by  (a)  direct 
to  the  houses  and  (b)  by  means  of  standpipes,  are  given  on 
the  following  page. 
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SUMMARY  OP  POST  ’PAR  '  ATER  SUPPLY  SCHEMES. 

1  »  ■  1*1  »■  >■»  1  '—«■  I  ■  J>-T  J  I*  •  »■  Ml  •  .11  ■*  -■  1  ^  »«|  . 


The  following  post  war  schemes  were  considered  by  the  Council 
during  the  pear  with  a  view  to  submission  to  the  Ministrp  of  Health  and 
Countp  Council  under  the  Rural  Hater  Supplies  and  Sewerage  Act,  1944: - 

’  1 )  Abbots  Leigh.  Extension  of  Bristol  Rater  Works  Co’s  mains  to 
"^lackmoor  and  Pill  Roads. 

2)  Backwell  and  Wraxall.  Extension  of  Bristol  Water  Co’s  mains  from 
■^’.‘.“Baclcweir  Green  -  via  Lodge  Lane  to  Hails  ea  and  Backwell  Common  to 
Wo o  dwar d ’ s  Close. 


3)  Barrow  Gurney.  Extension  of  Bristol  Water  Co’s  mains  to  Barrow  Hill 

and  district. 

4)  Clapton-in-Gordano .  Extension  of  Portishead  Water  Co’s  mains  to 

parish,  •  • 

3)  Dundrp.  Provision  of  works  and  mains  for  bulk  supplp  from  Bristol 
•Water  Works  Co, 

6)  Easton-in-Gordano .  Extension  of  Portishead  Water  Co’s  mains  to 

- Sab  erf i e 1 d • and  Markham. 

7)  He  mi.  Extension  of  Council’s  Yatton  Supplp  towards  ICenn  Court  Farm. 

8)  Ki ng s t o n  Sc y  mo u r .  Extension  of  Council's  Yatton  Supplp  to  parish. 


9) 


Hails ea. 
■and 


Extension 
rest  End. 


of  Bristol  "'ater  'Porks  Go’s  mains  to  The  Grove 


-•  f  ... 

10)  Worth  Weston.  Provision  of  improved  supplp  to  Rcdcliffc  Bap  from 
Portishead  Water  Co’ s  mains. 


J 1 )  Winford. 
12)  Yatton. 


Extension  of  E.D.C.  supplp  to  Harpers  Batch, 

( 1 )  Hew  borehole,  pumping  plant  and  extensions  of 
service  reservoir  and  pumping  station. 


(2)  Extension  of  main  to  Court  Farm  Building  Estate, 
(9)  Small  main  extension  to  Park  Avenue, 


SEWERAGE  AHD  SEWAGi  DISPOSAL. 


Yatton, .  The  sewage  pumping  station  and  sewers  were  again  subject  to 
severe  flooding  and  surcharging  during  periods  of  very  heavy 
rain,  the  existing  pumping  machinery  and  rising  main  being  unable 
to  deal  with  the  volume  of  flood  water;  A  portable  petrol 
driven  pump  capable  of  an  output  of  18,000  gallons  per  hour  was 
acquired,  and  with  the  assistance  of  this  pump  it  was  possible 
to  keep  the  flood  water  in  check. 


By  examination  of  the  sewers  it  was  ascertained  that  the 
flooding  was  caused  by  general  infiltration  of  subsoil  water. 

A  few  manholes  were  found  to  bo  leaking  and  these  were  made 
watertight . 

A  scheme  is  in  course  of  preparation  for  installing  more 
powerful  pumping  plant  and  increasing  the  size  of  .the  rising  main. 
It  is  expected  th  t  this  scheme  will  be  submitted  to  the  Ministry 
of  Health  and  County  Council  during  1946. 

A  sewer  extension  to  a  portion  of  the  Cleeve  area  is  being 
prepared  and  is  included  in  your  list  of  post  war  schemes. 


1  0  - 


There  are  a  number  of  houses  in  the 
but  are  not  connected  to  the  sewers,  but 


parish,  which  could  be 
it  is  honed  that  these 


will  be  dealt  with  when  the 
improved. 


labour  and : materials  position  has 


Backwcll.  The  sewage  works 
-  good  standard  of  eff 
of  the  effluent  has 


have  continued  to  function  satisfactorily* 
luont  has  been  maintained,  and  chlorination 
not  been  necessary. 


Two  premises  at  Parleigh  were  disconnected  from  an  old 
sewer  and  connected  to  the  new  sewerage  system. 


North  host  on .  This  small  sewage  works  has  continued  to  function 

. satisfactorily. 


Dun  dry .  The  Bishopsv/o  rtli  sewer  was  extended  to  serve  about  twenty 

houses  at  Eighridge  Common,  the  extension  having  been  sanctioned 
by  the  Ministry  of  Health  on  account  of  cesspool  nuisances. 

Post  Mar  Sewage  Schemes. 

The  following  post  war  schemes  were  approved  by  the  Council 
for  submission  to  the  Ministry  of  Health  and  County  Council  £&* 
.submits i-Q-n-  to  ■■■the  Miw^i^^y--of^-e-en-tI-u-and  County  -UmmelP  under  the 
Rural  Hater  Supplies  and  Sewerage  Act,  1944. 


1)  Easton-in-Gordano .  Sewerage  and  Sewage  disposal  for  the  St.  Georges 

portion  of  the  parish. 

2)  Nailsea.  Sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  for  the  parish. 

3)  North  Toston.  Sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  for  the  Redcliffe  Bay  Area. 

4)  Weston-in-Gordano .  Sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  to  village. 

5)  Mat  ton.  (  1)  Provision  of  new  pumping  plant  and  rising  main  at  Mutton 

Pumping  Station, 

(2)  Intension  of  sewers  to  Main  Road  and  Plunder  Street, 
Clecve . 


RIVERS  AMD  STREAMS. 


There  is  nothing  fresh  to  report  regarding  the  streams  and 
rhyncs  in  the  area.  A  few  isolated  instances  have  occurred  of  house 
drainage  discharging  into  streams  and  ditches,  and  these  have  received 
appropriate  attention. 


SMOKE  ABATEMENT. 


The  Bristol  and  District  Smoke  Abatement  Council,  of  which 
the  Council  are' one  of  the  constituent  authorities,  resumed  their  meetings 
during  the  year,  one  of  their  main  objects  being  to  stress  the  importance 
of  smoke  prevention  in  post  war  planning  and  the  conservation  of  fuel. 

Your  District  is,  however,  very  free  from  smoke  nuisances. 


PUBLIC  CL} ARSING. 

Collections  of  house  refuse,  by  contract,  were  commenced  in 
the  following  additional  parishes  during  the  3rcar:- 

Uraxall,  Tickenham,  Barrow  Gurney,  Clap ton-in-Gordano ,  Portbury,  North 
boston,  Weston-in-Gordano,  Walton-in-Gordano  and  Brockley. 


1  1 


PUBLIC  CLEANSING  (Contd.) 

The  whole  of  the  District  with  the  exception  of  the  parishes  of 
Kenn  and  Kingston  Seymour  now  has  a  system  of  house  refuse  collection 
at  no  less  frequency  than  once  per  month,  urbanised  areas  having  a 
weekly  or  fortnightly  collection. 

The  collection  of  house  refuse  is  fairly  satisfactory  by  contract, 
but  the  time  is  fast  approaching  when  the  Council  should  consider 
carrying  out  this  service  by  direct  labour  with  their  own  covered 
vehicles . 

Efforts  were  made  to  find  a  suitable  site  for  tipping  in  the 
district  where  the  tip  would  be  under  th,e  control  of  the  Council, 
instead  of  the  contractors  having  to  make  use  of  the  Bristol 
Corporation's  tip  at  Ashton  Gate,  It  is  hoped  that  such  a  site  will 
be  found  in  a  disused  quarry  at  Barrow  Common,  Barrow  Gurney,  and 
that  suitable  arrangements  will  be  made  with  the  Barrow  Court  Estate 
for  a  lease  of  the  site.  Controlled  tipping  with  an  attendant  at  the 
tip  would  be  carried  out,  and  will  probably  be  brought  into  operation 
in  the  early  part  of  next  year. 

Several  parishes,  chiefly  country  districts,  which  hitherto 
had  no  system  of  house  refuse  collection,  have  requested  collections 
following  the  closing  of  the  scrap  metal  salvage  dumps. 

HOUSING. 

Post  War  Schemes.  Houses  to  be  erected  by  the  Council. 

The  Public  Health  and  Housing  Committee  have  been  and  are  still 
very  fully  occupied  in  acquiring  sites,  obtaining  tenders,  etc., 
in  connection  with  the  erection  of  new  permanent  houses  under  their 
post  war  programme.  Work  was  commenced  during  the  year  on  the 
construction  of  the  roads  and  sewers  on  sites  at  Long  Ashton,  Nailsea, 
Bishopsworth  and  Easton-in-Gordano . 

The  Council's  provisional  housing  programme  agreed  upon  in  the 
early  part  of  the  year  is  given  below,  but  this  will  no  doubt  be 
subject  to  amendment  as  the  programme  develops :- 


Parish. 

Types  of 

Houses . 

Total. 

Estimated  year 

3  bedroom. 

Bungalows . 

of  Completion. 

Backwell 

26 

2 

28 

1947 

Barrow  Gurney 

6 

6 

1947 

Bishopsworth 

10 

2 

12 

1946 

Brockley 

4 

4 

1947 

Clapton-in-Gordano 

4 

4 

1947 

D undry 

l6 

l6 

1948 

Easton-in-Gordano 

48 

2 

50 

1947 

Flax  Bourton 

4 

4 

1947 

Kenn 

4 

4 

1947 

Kingston  Seymour 

6 

6 

1947 

Long  Ashton 

34 

2 

36 

1946  <5c  1947 

Nailsea 

36 

4 

40 

1946 

North  Weston 

14 

14 

1947 

Portbury 

8 

2 

10 

1947 

Tickenham 

12 

12 

1948 

W al t  on- in-Gordano 

6 

6 

1948 

We  s  t  on-in-Go  r dano 

6 

6 

1947 

Winford 

21 

2 

23 

1947 

Wraxall 

18 

2 

20 

1 947 

Yatton 

38 

6 

44 

1947 

Grand  Total 

12  - 


HOUSING  (Contd.) 


New  Houses  by  Private  Persons. 

Control  of  Civil  Building .  Licencing  Regulations . 

15  licences  covering  the  erection  of  89  houses  and  8 
bungalows  have  been  issued* 

Work  commenced  on  the  erection  of  the  houses  covered  by 
these  licences  with  the  exception  of  ten  houses  covered  by  a 
licence  which  had  to  be  cancelled  owing  to  the  builder  making 
no  effort  to  execute  the  work. 

The  dwellings  authorised  by  these  licences  are  situate 
in  the  following  parishes :- 


Bishopsworth 

28 

Nailsea 

7 

Dundry 

1 

Wraxall 

2 

Eas  t  on- in-Gor dano 

1 

Yatton 

35 

Long  Ashton 

13 

Housing  Accommodation  by  conversion  of 

existing  buildings.  (Local  Authority . ) 

The  transfer  of  the  requisitioning  of  Brockley  Hall,  Brocklcy, 
from  the  Military  Authorities  to  the  Council  was  made  during  the 
year,  and  a  scheme  was  prepared  for  the  conversion  of  the  premises 
into  thirteen  flats. 

A  builders'  tender  of  £3,414.  9*  2.  was  approved  by  the 
Ministry  of  Health  and  the  work  was  in  hand  at  the  end  of  the  year* 

It  is  hoped  that  the  Council  will  be  able  to  acquire  the 
control  of  some  of  the  most  suitable  military  camps  in  the  District 
for  conversion  into  temporary  dwellings  in  order  to  accommodate 
persons  inadequately  housed,  and  the  matter  has  been  kept  under 
continual  observation  with  this  object  in  view.  The  U.S.A.  Army 
Hospital  at  Tyntesfield,  Wraxall,'  is  one  of  the  camps  in  view,  and 
which  would  be  ideal  for  conversion  into  temporary  bungalows  for 
over  a  hundred  families. 

Proposals  to  convert  army  huts  on  disused  barrage  balloon  sites 
into  temporary  dwellings  were  not  approved  by  the  Ministry  of  Health, 
but  the  Council  were  authorised  to  carry  out  improvements  t©  a  hut 
which  was  occupied  by  a  farm  worker  without  consent.  The  necessary 
alterations  were  carried  out  and  the  family  happily  housed. 

Housing  Accommodation  by  conversion  of  Existing  Buildings. 

(Private  Enterprise.) 

/ 

Certificates  of  Essentiality  to  the  Ministry  of  Works  up  to 
the  1st.  August  and  building  licences  after  that  date  were  granted 
for  the  provision  of  additional  units  of  housing  accommodation  by 
private  persons,  either  by  conversion  or  adaptation,  conversion  into 
flats,  or  reconditioning  to  render  fit  for  habitation,  as  follows:- 

Adaptation  and  conversion  of  army  huts  4  units. 

Conversion  of  one  house  into  two  4  " 

Conversion  into  self-contained  flats  3  " 

Conversion  of  building  into  dw el ling-house  1 

The  work  so  authorised  was  commenced  in  each  case. 
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Control  of  Civil  Building  and  Housing  Repairs . 

M.O.H.  Circular  2871  (General  Scheme  for  Repair  etc.,  of  Houses. 

<P  certificates  of  essentiality  for  necessary  repairs 
to  dwelling-houses  at  a  cost  exceeding  £100  were  sent  to  the  Ministry 
of  Works. 

Following  the  introductio'n  of  the  £10  limit  on  civil 
building,  which  took  effect  from  the  1st.  August,  a  total  of 
378  building  licences  (other  than  licences  for  new  houses  and 
conversion)  were  issued  as  follows :- 

No .  of  Licences , 


Essential  work  to  dwelling  houses,  etc.  272 
Essential  work  to  other  buildings  79 
War  Damage  repairs  to  houses  18 
Miscellaneous  building  work  9 


Re-building  of  houses  destroyed  by  enemy  action , 

Plans  for  the  re-building  of  four  houses  by  private 
owners,  on  a  cost  of  works  basis,  were  approved  by  the  Council,  and 
building  licences  issued  either  by  the  Council  or  the  Ministry  of 
Works.  The  houses  should  be  completed  during  1946. 

Housing  (Rural  Workers)  Acts. 

Application  was  made  to  the  County  Council  for  a  grant 
towards  the  cost  of  reconditioning  seven  unfit  cottages  at  New  Rank, 
Nailsca,  which  were  purchased  by  the  Council  prior  to  the  war. 

The  County  Council  allowed  a  grant  of  £700,  the  Ministry 
of  Health  approved  a  builders*  tender,  and  the  work  was  about  to 
commence  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Housing  needs  and  conditions  of  the  District . 

There  is 'a  big  deficiency  of  houses  to  meet  the  demand 
and  an  ever  growing  waiting  list  of  applicants  for  Council  houses. 
Overcrowding  may  have  eased  somewhat  with  the  return  of  evacuees  and 
other  evacuated  persons  to  the  towns,  but  the  return  of  demobilised 
v.  personnel  from  the  armed  forces,  many  of  them  now  married  and 

requiring  houses,  has  resulted  in  many  families  living  in  unsatisfactory 
conditions . 

The  majority  of  the  houses  subject  to  demolition  orders 
are  still  occupied  on  temporary  licences  by  approved  tenants  badly 
in  need  of  better  accommodation. 

Selection  of  Tenants  for  Council  Houses. 

In  order  to  fairly  allocate  the  new  Council  houses  to 
applicants  whose  needs  are  the  greatest,  the  Council  adopted  the 
following  points  scheme :- 

Number  of  Points. 


Living  in  condemned  or  unfit  dwelling  10 
For  every  child  over  10  years  2 
For  every  childunder  10  years  1 
Extra  for  children  of  mixed  sex  1 
Living  in  overcrowded  conditions  10 
Living  with  in-laws  8 
Ex-servicemen  or  women  of  all  Forces  and 

Merchant  Navy  2 
Residential  qualification  of  man  prior  to 

1939,  per  year  of  residence  1 
Applicants  living  in  lodgings  6 
Special  circumstances  2 
Person  working  in  the  District  4 
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Selection  of  Tenants  for  CounOil  Houses.  (Contd.) 

All  applications  for  houses  which  refer  to  the  unfitness  of  the 
dwelling  and  overcrowded  conditions  are  referred  by  the  Housing 
Manager  to  your  Sanitary  Department  for  their  observations  and  any 
necessary  action. 

Rural  Housing  Survey. 

The  survey  commenced  in  the  parish  of  Yatton  in  April,  two 
inspectors  being  engaged  full-time  on  the  work.  This  survey  entails 
the  inspection  and  recording  of  defects  of  some  2£05  houses  of  a 
rateable  value  of  £16  and  under. 

By  the  end  of  the  year  a  total  of  712  houses  had  been  inspected 
and  the  survey  was  proceeding  in  the  parish  of  Easton-in-Gordanc, 
the  parishes  of  Yatton  and  Nailsea  having  been  completed. 

The  position  of  the  survey  at  the  31st.  December  is  summarised 
as  follows :- 


Number  of  houses  inspected  and  recorded  712 
Satisfactory  in  all  respects  192 
Houses  with  minor  defects  105 
Houses  requiring  repair  or  structural  alteration  346 
Houses  unfit  for  human  habitation  69 


The  location  of  the  unfit  houses  being :- 


'  Yatton  45 

Nailsea  17 

Abbots  Leigh  3 

Wraxall  1 

Easton-in-Gordano  3 


(Parish  not  yet  completely  surveyed 
(  do .  do . 

(Survey  not  completed) 


Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses . 


1  .-  Inspection  of  dwelling-houses  during  the.  year:- 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected 

for  housing  defects  . 

(under  Public  Health  cr  Housing  Acts) 

(*>)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dw el ling-houses  (included  under 

sub-head  (l)  above)  which  were  inspected 
and  recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidation 
Regulations  1 925  and  1932  •»» 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a 
state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as 

to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  . . 

(4)  ’  Number  of  dwel ling-houses  (exclusive  of 

those  referred  to  under  the  preceding 
sub-head)  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects 
reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  «... 

2.-  Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without  service  of 
formal  not ices 


. ..  842 

. .  .  886 


.  <>  •  728 

...  771 

...  79 


.9  6  46  1 


(a)  Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered 
fit  in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the 
Local  Authority  of  their  officers  . .  16 
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(b)  Number  of  houses  demolished  voluntarily  or 

in  consequence  of  informal  action  .  Nil 

3*-  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year:- 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Section  9>  10,  and  l6,  of  the 
Housing  Act,  193&:- 

(O  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  .  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered 
fit  after  service  of  formal  notices :- 

(a)  By  Owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default 

of  owners  ...  . . . Nil 

(B)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts:- 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  .  2 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects 
were  remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices 


a)  By. Owners  ...  . 

b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default 

of  owners  ...  ...  ... 

(C)  Proceedings  under  Section  11,  13,  and  26  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1 9 3^ :  — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made ...  ...  ... 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in 

pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  . 

'(3)  (a}  Clearance  orders  made  ...  . 

(b)  Number  of  houses  involved  ...  ... 

(4)  Clearance  orders  confirmed  ...  . 

a)  Number  of  houses  involved  . 

b)  Number  of  houses  demolished  . 

kq)  Number  of  houses  to  be  demolished  ... 


0  •  • 

•  •  • 


...  2 

...  Nil 


..  Nil 


...  Nil 


.  .  0 

... 


1 

5 


. . .  Nil 

...  Nil 
. . .  Nil 

.  . .  34 


(D)  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act,  1 93^ : 


(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  of  underground  rooms 

in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  made  . Nil 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms 
in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  determined, 

the  tenement  0 V  room  having  been  made  fit  . Nil 


SCHOOLS. 

There  is  no  change  in  the  number  of  local  schools,  and  there  is 
nothing  fresh  to  report  under  this  heading. 


CAMPING  SITES  AND  MOVEABLE  DWELLINGS . 

Severe!  sites,  particularly  in  the  coastal  areas  of  Redcliffe 
Bay  and  Walton  Bay,  are  used  as  sites  for  moveable  dwellings.  As 
the  number  of  caravans  and  shack  structures  were  increasing  and 
spreading,  in  a  haphazard  and  unauthorised  manner,  much  time  and 
effort  w&s.  giyen  by,  Mr.  Poster,  your  newly  appointed  Sanitary 
Inspector,,  in  endeavouring,  to  control  the  sites  by  licence,  under 
the  public  Health  Act,  193°>  restricting  the  number  and  type  of 
dwellings,  etc..  ....  As  far  as  possible  each  individual  structure  or 
caravan  is  licenced  in  addition  to  the  site.  A  total  of  2')~] 
moveable  dwellings  situated  on _ seven  sites  are  covered  by  licences 
in  the  Redcliffe  Bay  and  Walton  Bay  areas,  and  these  sites  have 
now  more  or  less  reached  their  maximum  number  of  dwellings .  The 
increase  in  the  number  of  applicants  applying  for  permission  to 
station  caravans  and  to  erect  week-end  huts  is  very  noticeable 
following  the  war  years,  and  is  no  doubt  due  to  the  general  policy 
of  paid  holidays  for  all  workers  and  to  the  present  shortage  of 
housing  accommodation. 


Proceedings  were  taken  under  the  Public  Health  Acts  against  an 
occupier  of  $  hut  used  for  permanent  habitation,  and  the  nuisance 
was  abated  after  a  Magistrate’s  order  had  been  obtained  requiring 
the  vacation  of  the  hut. 

The  sites,  and  moveable  dwellings  are  on  the  whole  kept  free  from 
nuisance,,  but  it  is  evident  that  new  legislation  is  necessary  to 
provide  for  the  satisfactory  control  of  this  problem. 

SANITARY  INSPECTOR'S  REPORT  FOR  THE  YEAR 

- 


Inspections 


No.  of  Complaints  received  during  the  year . .  •  % 

No.  of  houses,  premises,  etc.,  inspected . ...1,846 

No.  of  houses  disinfected,  or  to  which 

disinfectants  were  supplied  . 

No.  of  visits  to  oases  of  infectious  disease  ... 
Tuberculosis:-  Disinfections  3>  Visits  4 

No.  of  cases  of  bedding  disinfected  . 

No.  of  scabies  baths  arranged  for  infected 

persons  . 

No.  of  verminous  premises  cleansed  . . 


Sewers. 


House  drains 


No. 

of 

No. 

of 

Earth  closets. 

No. 

of 

water  closets, 

No. 

of 

and  cesspools. 

No. 

of 

No. 

of 

No. 

of 

No. 

of 

No. 

of 

No. 

of 

New  dv; el  lings  . 

No. 

of 

No. 

of 

No. 

of 

No.  of  new  sewers  laid  down  . . 

No.  of  sewers  repaired  or  cleansed . . 

No.  of  visits  to  sewage  works  and  installations. 

No.  of  existing  houses  connected  to  sewers  ..... 

No.  repaired  or  cleansed . . . . 

No.  of  drains  re-laid . . . . 

No.  of  new  piped  drains  laid  . . 


privies  abolished . . . 

cesspools  re-constructed  or  cleansed. 

new  cesspools . . . 

cesspools  abolished . . 

new  water  closets . . . - 

nev;  water  closet  pans  or  repairs..... 

new  earth  closets  constructed  . 

earth  closets  converted  into  water 

closets . < 


w 

16 

34 

18 

2 


3 
7 

104 

10 

6 

4 
28 


5 

8 

9 

13 

4 


•  f 


of  nev;  houses  supplied  by  Company  s  water 
of  nev;  houses  supplied- by  wells  or  cisterns. 


2 

1 

1 
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Water  Supply.  No.  of  samples  of  water  taken  for  examination  ......  46 

No.  of  existing  houses  supplied  with  Company's 

y/ater  ...  33 

No.i.  ..of.  new  wells  . . . , . . .  - 

No,  of  wells,  or  cisterns  cleansed,  or  repaired  .....  6 

No.  of  contaminated  wells  closed  . . 5 

No,  of  dairies,  cowsheds,  and  milkshops  inspected. .276 

No.  of  bakehouses  inspected  ........ . . .  18 

No.  of  slaughterhouses  inspected  . .  - 

No.  of  factories  inspected.. . . . . 6 

No.  of  statutory  notices  served........ .  13 

Ministry  of  Health  inquiries  held........ .  - 

Legal  proceedings  taken  . . . . .  1 

ERADICATION  OF  BED  BUGS. 


No  infestations  were  met  with  in  dv/elling-houses  during  the  year 
end  consequently  no  action  with  regard  to  eradication  was  necessary. 


FOOD, 

.  Nho  following  food  v;as  condemned  during  the  year  as  being  unfit 
for  human  consumption 


Meat . 

Fish. 

Chopped  ham 

16 J  lbs . 

Pilchards 

3 

tins . 

Chopped  pork 

2i  lbs. 

Herrings 

1 

tin. 

Pork  luncheon  meat 

3i  lbs. 

I3J  lbs. 

Mackerel 

5 

tins . 

Canadian,  bacon 

Sardines 

1 

tin. 

Tinned  Foods. 

Other  Foods 

• 

Baked  beans 

3  tins. 

Biscuits 

168 

lbs . 

Tinned  soup 

1  tin. 

Cheese 

16 

lbs . 

Jam  ore serve 

2  tins. 

C 0 n d on s  e d.  milk 

4  " 

Carrots. 

1  tin. 

Slaughter-houses • 


The- eleven  slaughter-houses,  nine  of  which  aro  registered  and  two 
licenced,  are  still  out  of  use,  centralised  slaughtering  taking  place 
at  the  Weston-super-Mare  public  abattoir  under  the  control  of  the 
Ministry  of  Food. 


MILK. 

During  the  year  110  samples  of  Accredited  milk  and  130  samples 
of  Tuberculin  Tested  milk  were  taken  on  behalf  of  the  County  Council  as 
and  forwarded  to  the  County  Laboratory  for  examination.  samples 
of  Tuberculin  Tested  milk  and  32  samples  of  Accredited  milk  failed 
to  pass  either  or  both  of  the  prescribed  tests.  10  samples  of  mixed 
milk  were  also  taken  and  examined  at  the  County  Laboratory  for  the 
presence  of  tubercle  bacilli,  y/hich  was  found  in  one  cf  the  samples. 

Two  applications  for  entry  into  the  liquid  milk  market  were 
investigated  and  reported  upon  to  the  War  Agricultural  Committee,  both 
applications  being  recommended  for  refusal. 

Several  cowsheds  were  reconditioned  in  consequence  of  the 
occupiers  wishing  to  produce  designated  milk. 

1 

No.  of  producers  on  the  Register 
No.  of  distributors  only 
No.  of1  producer  retailers 
No.  cf  producers  of  Tuberculin  Tested  milk 
No.  of  producers  cf  Accredited  milk 
No.  of  licences  for  T.T.  bottling  establish¬ 
ments 

No.  cf  licences  for  Accredited  bottling 

establishments 


341 

23 

60 

42 

26 
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It  only  remans  tc  be  said  that  the  sanitary  condition 
and  health  of  the  district  continues  to  be  as  satisfactory  as  can 
reasonably  be  expected,  but  housing-  and  water  supply  problems 
are  becoming  more  and  more  urgent  and  occupy  most  of  the  time  of 
the  Sanitary  Department's  staff.  Considerable  progress  has  been 
made  in  preparation  for  dealing  with  these  important  matters. 

It  has  been  impossible  to  deal  with  the  demolition  of 
condemned  houses  this  year,  as  many  of  them  have  had  tc  be 
licenced  fcr  temporary  occupation  owing  to  the  very  great 
shortage  of  houses  and  there  is  little  hope  of  doing  anything  until 
the  erection  of  new  houses  has  eased  the  situation.  From  all 
appearances  this  will  take  a  long  time. 

A  considerable  amount  of  information  is  given  in  the 
appropriate  sections  of  this  report,  of  the  work  of  the  Sanitary 
&  Housing  Committee  and  Staff  in  acquiring  sites  for  houses, 
obtaining  tenders  and  preparing  numerous  schemes  for  improvements 
of  water  supplies  and  sevjage  disposal,  etc.  Progress  is  slow  largely 
owing  to  shortage  of  labour  and  materials.  It  is  hoped  that 
considerable  improvements  in  these  respects  may  be  seen  during  the 
coming  year. 

Tc  conclude,  I  must  again  thank  the  Council  for  its 
continued  confidence  and  consideration  always  extended  to  me  in  the 
performance  of  my  duties,  and  th^  Officers  of  the  Health  and 
other  Departments  for  their  ever  ready  and  willing  help  and 
co-operation. 


I  am. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 
HERBERT  NEWSOME, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Council  Offices, 
Flax  Bourton, 
Bristol . 

S  ep  t  emb  er ,  1 9^6  • 
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